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Director General 

World Health Organization 

Geneva 

 

 

Open Letter 

Tobacco trade fair “Inter-tabac” in Dortmund, Germany 

 

Dear Dr. Chan,  

 

from September 19
th

 to 21
st

, 2014 Germany is to host the worldwide leading 

trade fair for tobacco products and smoking requirements, the “Inter-tabac” in 

Dortmund. This trade fair is being organized and carried through by a city-

owned German company, the Westfalenhallen Dortmund GmbH in close 

cooperation with the tobacco industry. It has been increasing in size ever since 

it was first held in the 1970s and is now attracting more and more foreign 

visitors and exhibitors. It is now in its own words the “leading business and 

communications platform for the tobacco industry and the tobacco goods 

business.” Decisions made at the “Inter-tabac” in Dortmund will definitely have 

an impact on the consumption of tobacco worldwide. 

 

We, the signatories to this letter, view this tobacco trade fair like any other of 

its kind as a form of the promotion of tobacco products and are deeply 

concerned that this trade fair aims at and will lead to an increase of the 

consumption of tobacco products worldwide.  

 

According to the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, tobacco 

advertising and promotion is defined as any form of commercial 

communication, recommendation or action with the aim, effect or likely effect 

of promoting a tobacco product or tobacco use either directly or indirectly. We 

are of the opinion that tobacco trade fairs like the “Inter-tabac” in Dortmund 

should be banned in countries which have signed FCTC. We therefore strongly 

protest against the city of Dortmund for allowing one of its companies to 

organize a tobacco trade fair.  

 

In February 2014 an offshoot of the “Inter-tabac” in Dortmund, the “Inter-tabac 

ASIA”, which was to be held in Bali, could be prevented following an 

unprecedented protest movement originating in Germany. The cancellation of 



“Inter-tabac ASIA” has been cheerfully embraced by the worldwide tobacco 

control community. We are confident, that the trade fair “Inter-tabac” in 

Dortmund can be stopped as well, if an international protest movement can be 

formed. We therefore respectfully ask you to support us in our efforts and to 

issue a statement, in which WHO declares tobacco trade fairs like “Inter-tabac” 

to be a form of promotion of tobacco products and in which WHO disapproves 

of tobacco trade fairs to be held in countries which have signed FCTC.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Johannes Spatz 

Forum Rauchfrei 

Berlin, Germany 

 

Pascal Diethelm 

President, Oxyromandie 

Geneva, Switzerland 

 

Ruth E. Malone, RN, PhD, FAAN 

Professor and Chair, Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences 

Nursing Alumni/Mary Harms Endowed Chair 

School of Nursing 

University of California, San Francisco 

Editor-in-Chief, Tobacco Control 

 

Professor Martin McKee CBE  

European Centre on Health of Societies in Transition 

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

United Kingdom   

 

Professor Yves Martinet 

Chair of Board 

National Committee for Tobacco Control" (CNCT) 

France 

 

Tara Singh Bam, PhD, MPH 

Technical Advisor Tobacco Control 

International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease 

Indonesia 

 



James Middleton 

Chairman 

Clear the Air NGO and Charity 

Hong Kong 

 

Dr Homer Wei Kwok Tso, SBS, BBS, JP 

Former Chairman, Hong Kong Council on Smoking and Health 

Hong Kong 

 

Tai Hing Lam, MBBS, MD(HK), MSc(Occupational Medicine)(Lond), FAFOM 

RACP, FFPH, FFOM(Lond), Hon.FHKCCM, FHKAM(Community Medicine), 

FRCP(Edin)  

Sir Robert Kotewall Professor in Public Health   

Division of Community Medicine and Public Health Practice 

School of Public Health 

The University of Hong Kong  

 

Simon Chapman AO 

Professor of Public Health 

University of Sydney 

Australia 

 

Robert N. Proctor 

Professor of the History of Science and 

Professor, by Courtesy, of Pulmonary Medicine 

Stanford University 

 

Bungon Ritthiphakdee 

Director, Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance (SEATCA) 

Thailand  

 

Adj Professor Michael Moore 

CEO Public Health Association of Australia  

Vice President/President Elect  

World Federation of Public Health Associations 

 

Jeffrey S. Wigand, MA, PhD, MAT, ScD 

Smoke Free Kids, USA 

 

 

 



Prof. Dr. Friedrich J. Wiebel  

Chairman, German Medical Action Group Smoking or Health (GMASH),  

Eching/Muenchen, Germany 

 

Professor Dr. med. Reinhard Busse, MPH, FFPH 

Lehrstuhl Management im Gesundheitswesen/ 

Dpt. Health Care Management - 

WHO Collaborating Centre for Health Systems 

Research and Management 

Technische Universität Berlin 

 

Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Laaser, DTM&H, MPH 

Past President, Association of Schools of Public Health in the European Region 

Section of International Public Health (S-IPH) 

Faculty of Health Sciences 

University of Bielefeld, Germany 

 

Julian Mamo MD PhD 

Head, public health department 

University of Malta 

Malta 

 

Professor Richard Edwards 

University of Otago Country, New Zealand 

 

Prof. Jacob K. Kibwage,PhD.  

School of Environment & Natural Resources Management, Kenya 

 

Ananda B Chand  

Action Nepal, Nepal 

 

Dr. Kartono Mohamad  

Indonesian Public Health Association, Indonesia  

 

Mutia Hassan  

Muhammadiyah Tobacco Control Centre, Yogyakarta, Indonesia  

 

Deni Deni W.K.  

Indonesian Institute for Social Development, Jakarta, Indonesia  

 

 



Dr. Dollaris Waty Suhardi  

Swisscontact Indonesia Foundation, Jakarta, Indonesia  

 

Dr. Santi Martini  

Faculty of Public Health, Airlangga University, Surabaya, Indonesia  

 

Putu Ayu Swandewi Astuti  

Faculty of Public Health, University of Udayana, Bali, Indonesia  

 

Made Kerta Duana  

Bali Tobacco Control Initiative, Bali, Indonesia  

 

Acep Suhaemi  

No Tobacco Community, Bogor, Indonesia  

 

Amit Yadav  

Health Related Information Dissemination  

Amongst Youth (HRIDAY), New Delhi, India 


