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23.01.20104
Mr.

I Made Mangku Pastika

Governor of Bali, 

Jl. Basuki Rachmat Niti Mandala Renon, Bali

Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia
OPEN LETTER
Dear Sir, 

the Westfalenhallen Dortmund GmbH, a city-owned German organizer of trade fairs, has chosen the island of Bali as location for the Inter-tabac ASIA 2014, a trade fair, which has set itself one single aim: the promotion of tobacco products. The island of Bali was not chosen without premeditation. The tobacco industry is targeting Indonesia as a “recognized tobacco-friendly market with no smoking bans or other restrictions in contrast to neighboring ASEAN countries.” 

According to WHO, the use of tobacco will be the cause of the premature death of six million people worldwide in the year 2014. We therefore strongly object to the participation of a German city in promoting the sale and use of this product. And up to now more than 10.000 persons around the world concerned about the devastating effects of tobacco on the health and lives of people have joined us in our protest. 

We wish to express our deep concern about the consequences of hosting a tobacco trade fair in Indonesia, a trade fair which will not bring wellbeing and prosperity to Southeast-Asia but ill health and death. But we also wish to express our hope, that the island of Bali will not allow itself to be considered a target by the tobacco industry but will reject the Inter-tabac ASIA 2014 and any future tobacco trade fairs. The coming into effect of the Smoke-free Areas Provincial Law, which stipulates that tobacco-smoking is not allowed in public places in Bali, allows us, to be hopeful.

We appeal to you, to express your objection to the Inter-tabac ASIA 2014 in Bali and to urge the Westfalenhallen Dortmund GmbH to refrain from organizing tobacco trade fairs in Indonesia or other countries in Southeast-Asia. 

Respectfully

Johannes Spatz


Max Vollmer


Sonja von Eichborn
Forum Rauchfrei

Deutscher Jugendschutz-
Unfairtobacco.org
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